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Youth Participation in Governance, Policy Advocacy & Climate Action 

Baseline Survey among Youth in Four Punjab Districts  

Questions and Answers 

Q: Could you please share the project logframe with exact indicator definitions and 
calculation methods?  
The detailed project logframe will be shared with the selected firm during the inception 
phase. At the proposal stage, firms are expected to demonstrate an understanding of baseline 
measurement for youth participation outcomes, consistent with the Objectives of Assignment 
and overall scope defined in the ToR. 
 
Q: How does PILDAT define “youth participation in governance, policy advocacy, and 
climate action” for measurement purposes? Does it include only formal platforms, or also 
informal consultations and individual/community initiatives? 
For measurement purposes, and as specified under the Objectives of Assignment in the ToR, 
the survey will measure baseline levels for two core areas: (i) youth engagement in formal 
governance and policy-making processes; and (ii) youth participation in civic or climate-related 
community action. These two areas are described in the ToR. 
  
Q: What reference period should be used for participation indicators (e.g., past 12 
months, ever participated)?  
Participation indicators will capture recent participation. The exact reference period will be 
agreed with the selected firm during the inception phase, taking into account recall accuracy 
and endline comparability. 
 
Q: Are any indicators expected to be constructed as composite indices?  
At this stage, no mandatory composite indices are prescribed. The primary indicators are 
percentage-based, aligned with the Objectives of Assignment and the project logframe. Firms 
may propose simple composite indices only where methodologically justified, subject to 
PILDAT’s review and approval. 
  
Q: Should rural/urban representativeness be ensured at the district level, or only at the 
overall sample level?  
Representativeness is expected at the district level, with the ability to disaggregate results by 
rural and urban location within each district. 
 
Q: Is statistical power required for subgroup comparisons (e.g., gender or age cohorts 
18–21, 22–25, 26–29)? 
While subgroup analysis (e.g. by gender and age cohorts) is expected, formal statistical power 
calculations for all subgroups are not mandatory. The sampling design should, however, 
reasonably support disaggregation. 
 
Q: Should the sample allocation remain equal (400 per district), or may it be 
proportionate to district population size? 



The indicative sample allocation is approximately equal across districts, as stated in the ToR. 
Refinements to allocation may be proposed by bidders and will be subject to PILDAT’s review 
and approval. 
 
Q: Should disability be measured using the Washington Group Questions?  
Disability should be measured using a recognised and standardised approach. Applicants may 
propose an appropriate method for PILDAT’s review and approval. 
 
Q: Should sampling weights account for probability of selection, non-response 
adjustments, and/or post-stratification to district-level youth population totals?  
Where appropriate, sampling weights may be applied to account for the sampling design and 
non-response. Any weighting approach used should be clearly documented. 
  
Q: Will PILDAT provide official population benchmarks for weighting, or should PBS 
projections be used? 
Population benchmarks will be agreed with the selected firm during the inception phase. Where 
relevant, bidders may propose the use of Pakistan Bureau of Statistics (PBS) projections for 
consideration. 
 
Q: Do the 15 substantive questions exclude sub-questions and scales?  
The indicative number of substantive questions refers to core questions aligned with the survey 
objectives. Questions may include limited follow-up options or simple scales where 
appropriate, but the questionnaire is expected to remain within the indicative interview length. 
 
Q: Are local language translations beyond Urdu required for field implementation?  
Urdu will be the primary language of administration. Given the target districts, local language 
support, including Saraiki and Punjabi where relevant, will be required to ensure respondent 
comprehension and data quality. 
 
Q: Is there a preferred CAPI platform or data hosting requirement? 
There is no prescribed CAPI platform. Firms may propose their preferred platform, provided 
it meets the data protection and security requirements outlined in the ToR. 
 
Q: Does PILDAT expect back-checks, spot-checks, or audio audits, and at what minimum 
percentage? 
Firms are expected to propose appropriate and proportionate quality assurance measures 
consistent with good survey practice, to be reviewed during inception in coordination with 
PILDAT’s project team, including its M&E function. No specific verification percentage is 
prescribed. 
 
Q: Is real-time monitoring/dashboard access required during fieldwork? 
Real-time monitoring features may be proposed and will be considered positively, but they are 
not required. 
 
Q: Is there a minimum acceptable response rate or predefined replacement protocol? 
No fixed minimum response rate is prescribed; however, firms should outline realistic response 
management and clear replacement protocols. 
 
Q: While the ToR notes that obtaining necessary NOCs is the responsibility of the selected 



firm, could PILDAT clarify whether facilitation letters will be provided to support 
district-level permissions? 
The selected firm will be responsible for obtaining all required permissions and NOCs. Where 
appropriate, PILDAT may provide facilitation letters to support district-level coordination. 
 
Q: Is Institutional Review Board (IRB) or formal ethical approval required for this 
study? If so, does PILDAT have a preferred ethics review mechanism or partner 
institution? 
Formal IRB approval is not required for this assignment. Ethical safeguards should be 
consistent with standard social research practice, including informed consent, confidentiality, 
and anonymisation, as outlined in the ToR. 
 
Q: Are there any additional donor (EU) ethical compliance requirements that should be 
anticipated? 
Firms should anticipate compliance with applicable EU data protection and ethical principles, 
as reflected in the Ethical and Data Protection Requirements section of the ToR. 
 
Q: Should the baseline sampling design be structured explicitly to allow replication at 
endline (same PSUs and stratification)? 
The baseline design should allow for comparability at endline, including consistency in 
methodology and key sampling parameters. Decisions on the replication of specific sampling 
units will be taken closer to the endline phase. 
  
Q: Does the 6-week timeline include tool finalisation and testing? 
The indicative 6-week timeline includes tool finalisation, testing, data collection, analysis, and 
reporting. 
 
Q: What review timeframe should be anticipated for PILDAT’s feedback on instruments 
and draft reports? 
PILDAT will endeavour to provide consolidated feedback on instruments and draft reports 
within reasonable review periods, to be agreed during inception. 
 
Q: Is there a preferred reporting template or expected report length? 
No fixed reporting template or page length is prescribed. However, reports must include all 
elements specified in the ToR and should be clear, analytical, and aligned with donor reporting 
standards. 
  
Q: Is Is the PKR 3.2 million ceiling inclusive of all withholding and sales taxes? 
Yes, it is all inclusive. Withholding Tax will be deducted as per Law. 
 
Q: What payment milestone structure is envisioned? 
Payment method will be negotiated at the time of agreement. 
 
Q: Should the survey focus only on individual youth, or also include youth groups/CBOs? 
The survey is intended to be conducted with individual youth respondents aged 18-29 years, as 
specified in the ToR.  
  
Q: Should the sample be stratified by urban/rural, gender, or other characteristics? 
The sampling approach should enable disaggregation of results by key characteristics outlined 
in the ToR, including sex, age group, district, rural/urban location, ethnicity/religion and 



disability status. The specific stratification approach may be proposed by the firm and will be 
reviewed during the inception phase. 
  
Q: Are youth groups/CBOs already formed in the target districts? And is the survey firm 
field team expected to facilitate these groups during data collection 
The survey firm is not expected to facilitate or form youth groups or CBOs as part of this 
assignment.  
 
Q: Are there any specific local approvals or NOCs that must be obtained before starting 
fieldwork? 
Obtaining any required local permissions or No Objection Certificates (NOCs) is the 
responsibility of the selected firm, as noted in the ToR. Where appropriate, PILDAT may 
provide facilitation letters to support coordination at the district level. 


